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hen you ask Charlie Siem who he is in his own words he has an immediate
and one word answer, Violinist. He doesn’t say he is the son of a billionaire
businessman or refer to himself as brother to three sisters who are equally
talented musically or as a model for iconic brands. He doesn’t refer to himself as a son,
brother, lover or friend. He simply refers to himself as a Violinist and that is where
his passion has stemmed from since he first discovered his love of music at the very
early age of three. Since then Charlie has managed to forge a career out of playing the
violin, a career that has gone rapidly to dizzying heights playing in some of the finest
legendary concert halls in the world from the Carnegie Hall in New York City to the
Albert Hall in London. Our Editor at Large, Raj Gill caught up with him on his train
journey home to Florence.

Charlie you were packing a bag almost every week

to go perform at a concert and now thanks to the
pandemic you are down to minimal travel. How are
you coping?
To be honest it hasn’t had a detrimental effect on my
mental well-being. In fact I have embraced the downtime and enjoyed being less hectic and more grounded.
Despite it being a challenging year so far, being at
home for a change has been delightful.

And also I finally have the time to pursue projects that
I have had on my mind. It has also taught me to be
much more grateful and appreciative of the role that
I have. I think prior to the pandemic, I took a lot of
it for granted and it was losing some of the freshness.
Now I crave being on stage.
Who or what has helped you cope with the pandemic?

How are you dealing with the pandemic?

My family. Although I am quite self-sufficient, I just
get on with it.

It has had a dramatic impact on my life. I am loving
the routine I am in, as it is uninterrupted by travel.

You have three siblings, are you close? What do they
think about your talent/talents?

15 | UPSCALE LIVING MAGAZINE | NOVEMBER 2020

FEATURE

15 | UPSCALE LIVING MAGAZINE | NOVEMBER 2020

FEATURE

I have one older sister, and two younger sisters, and we are very
close, we appreciate each other. We were all together during the lockdown we spent over three months at my parents place in the South
of France, and it was a tremendous quality family bonding time. My
sisters tease me mercilessly about my looks, and about my obsession
with clothes, I tend to be the butt of their jokes, only in good jest.
They are all very talented and we are lucky to have each other.
How do your parents feel about your career choice? Does your
father wish you had followed in his footsteps or is he pleased that
you have forged your own path?
My parents have only ever been supportive and encouraged me to
forge my own path. My father didn’t ever push me to follow in his
footsteps to become a businessman. He is happy that I formed my
own identity and found something that I am passionate about.
Why Music? If not music then what?
Music chose me. It wasn’t the other way around. I cannot imagine
doing anything else. There is no alternative.
How much influence have your parents/your upbringing had on
your career choice?
I was drawn to the sound of the violin, and they encouraged me,
they did their best to make it happen for me, but they never pushed
me in one direction or the other. I was pretty much left to pursue my
dreams and I have always pushed myself.
You made your debut at a young age. What was that experience
like for you?
Incredible. The first major concert I performed in was age 15 in Rio,
and that gave me the confidence to know that I could continue to do
this as a career.
Which performances are highlights for you?
Performing at the Albert Hall, London was a particular highlight as
it is just down the road from our house. I used to pass it every day,
and always aspired to perform on the stage there. And of course
performing at the Carnegie Hall in New York City is always an
absolute dream. There’s so many! Performing at the Bolshoi Theatre
in Moscow was also incredibly special.
Apart from your musical talents, you have modeled for some
iconic brands what was that like?
It is very glamorous and fun, you get to meet all sorts of different
people from different walks of life. I met characters that were larger
than life, from another world, not quite in touch with normality.
I was asked by the late great Karl Lagerfeld to be involved with his
book The Little Black Jacket, and we became very good friends.
He presented me with a great deal of opportunities, performing at
Chanel launch parties etc. He is sorely missed, he had a wicked sense
of humor and despite his image he was very personable. He had a
way with people that was quite unique; he was always interested in
everyone he met. He was a master at dis-arming people, and was
able to talk at a level with anyone. He had an intimidating image,
however he was very warm and engaging.
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QUICK FIRE round
What is your weakness?
I have so many, I am very self-critical.
What is your strength?
I am quite disciplined.
Who was the last person you texted?
My grandmother.
Who was the last person you had an actual
vocal telephone call with?
My mother. Actually I make verbal phone calls
many times a day, I guess that’s rather unusual,
however I prefer to hear the sound of someone’s
voice, rather than texting.

Seems as though you have had an incredible
life so far, living your best life, what is the
challenge you still wish to take head on?
There are still a great number of people I want
to share a stage with and also music pieces I
want to record.
Have you ever used your music to woo someone?
No, but thanks for giving me the idea. I may
just have to try that.
Really?
No, honestly I haven’t.
What has been your biggest challenge?
Going on stage each and every time is a challenge, confronting myself, my own fears, you
are holding up a mirror to yourself, and it is up
to you to excel, to do your very best.
What’s next for you?
My album, Between the Clouds, is launching on
November 20th. And in December I will be back
in the studio working on my next album, which
I hope to launch in 2021.
What is the one question you wish a journalist would ask you?
I wish a journalist would ask, what is your purpose as a violinist and my answer would be to
be moved myself and to move people through
music.

Who is the one person you dread having a
vocal telephone call with?
There is someone, but I can’t say, as I wouldn’t
want to hurt their feelings.
Who is your best friend?
My old school friend James, and he is still my
best friend to this day.

Where do you feel most at home?
By the sea
Who makes you feel most at home?
My family
And the million dollar question do you have
a significant other? (at this question Charlie
gives a hearty laugh, and eventually reveals
the answer)
Yes.
And would you consider acting as a career
and would you consider if offered the role of
Bond?(more laughter)
Yes I would love that
                                                                                                                                             
Sweet or savory?
Sweet
Smart or casual?
Smart
When are you most comfortable?

What is the one thing you can’t live without?

When I am alone.

My violin

Where in the world are you most at ease?

What is your ultimate passion?

By the sea

Music

Where feels like home?

What is your most used Emoji/s?

The south of France

Smiley face

If you were stuck on a desert island, name
your top five must haves.

Animal lover? Yes, no? Dogs or cats?
Yes, animal lover, and dogs, most definitely
dogs.
What is the first thing you do when you
wake up?
Go to the bathroom
What is the last thing you do at night?
Go to the bathroom
What is on your night stand?
The remote control for the television.
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I would need a great book, maybe Short stories
by Somerset Maugham, my violin, a bar so I can
make gin cocktails, a good outfit, and a dog.

